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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR COMBATING
VENEREAL DISEASES.

THE fifth annual meeting of the National Council for
Combating Venereal Diseases was held in the Barnes
Hall of the Royal Society of Medicine on June 7th, when
there was a very large attendance.
Lord SYDENHAM, who occupied the chair, said that

owing to advancing years he was retiring from the
Council as President, but expressed his deep interest in
the movement, which had never been so vigorous or so
progressive as at the present time. Beginning in London
on a small scale, the organisation had now branches all
over the country.
Few people realised, he said, the difficulties with which

the Council had to deal, involving as they did both
problems in physiology and psychology, as well as the oppo-
sition of ignorance and prejudice. The work needed the
cooperation of medical men and laymen and women,
while the moral side required the aid and support
of religious bodies, who, however, in many cases did
not seem to realise the great danger to individuals
and to the race which resulted from venereal diseases.
If the teachings of the Council were universally adopted
much would be done to stamp the disease out of the country.
Already a vast amount of propaganda work had been done,
and probably two and a half million people had been reached.
A large sum of money had been spent in clinics in towns,
but the rural areas had not been reached, and here the help
of the general practitioner was required. The results of
clinics could not be considered altogether satisfactory, for of
the 175,000 people who had been treated about half had left
before treatment was completed. Means would have to be
found sooner or later to prevent this waste of public money.
All the Dominions had set up organisations affiliated with
the National Council, and the Treasury had helped in
sending two commissions to eastern and western groups of
colonies, aid having also been received from the Colonial
Office. The Empire was thus being subjected to
valuable spade work, and information was being exchanged
with America. The setting up of a health section with a
permanent bureau in connexion with the League of Nations
would be good for society at large. Red Cross were institu-
ting similar movements, and the cordial relations between
the Ministry of Health and the Council were making for
progress in many directions. But continued and united
efforts were necessary to free the country from a scourge
which affected the whole life of the nation and menaced the
race at a time when the most vigorous citizens in mind and
body were needed.
Lord ASTOR said that the Ministry of Health recog-

nised the work of the Council to be on sound lines. In

attacking disease of all kinds voluntary effort could do
much which a Government could not do, and it was of
vital importance that the country should have a clean
bill of health. Lord Astor continued :-
The war had left a legacy of venereal disease coupled

with a reduction in the birth-rate. Statistics were not
available, but the attendances at institutions for the treat-
ment of venereal diseases had increased, and he was glad
that the efforts of the Ministry of Health had encouraged
people to come and be treated. Deaths from syphilis, general
paralysis of the insane, and locomotor ataxy were not
increasing. This, however, did not mean that the extent of
venereal disease was not serious. Compulsory treatment
was being advocated, but it was first necessary to provide
enough facilities for diagnosis and treatment for those
affected. Compulsion would inevitably lead to concealment
and failure to apply for treatment. During the war venereal
disease was reduced more by women police and drink
control than by the 40D and 13a regulations. State inter-
ference and compulsion on the continent had not produced
populations which were cleaner or healthier in mind and
body than our people, while in this country the C.D. Acts
had never been a success. In regard to "packets," their
value had not been proved, and the risk to health and the
welfare of the community would be serious. Their use in the
army, where the men could be regularly examined, and where
they could be punished or controlled, was a different matter.
It was necessary to stimulate medical education and bring the
general practitioner more into touch with modern medical
science, and the Ministry of Health proposed to work
through the medical schools and the V.D. clinics, of which
there were now 172 ; but more and better ones were needed.
Rural areas afforded special difficulties, for the same privacy
could not be obtained as in town. Greater facilities were
needed for diagnosis and treatment, with special reference
to the needs of seamen and of pregnant women. The tempta-
tions of our seafaring population must be kept in mind.
More hostels for girls were also wanted, and propaganda

must be increased both for adults and adolescents. Finally,
he hoped that the League of Nations, through its health
section, would help to solve the V.D. problems as well as
many others.

Lord GORRELL, who succeeds Lord Sydenham as

President of the National Council, proposed a vote of
thanks to Lord Astor for his address and support, which
was seconded by Sir MALCOLM MORRIS, who said that
in rural communities the general clinic was needed,
where all people could go for all diseases, when secrecy
would be kept, therefore, with regard to venereal
diseases.
The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to

the chairman.

SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF
VENEREAL DISEASE.

THE first annual meeting of this society was held on
June 3rd in the Barnes Hall of the Royal Society of
Medicine, Lord WILLOUGHBY DE BROKE presiding.
The CHAIRMAN after recalling the origin of the

society, as due to the common-sense view that to avoid
contagion contact must be avoided, pointed out to his
audience that, inasmuch as a little knowledge, especially
uninstructed, unscientific knowledge, is dangerous in
the highest degree, it was important that the truth
should be made available for the public under the
control and with the supervision of qualified medical
authorities, such as the Ministry of Health, medical
officers of health all over the country, or any other
public body qualified to say what is and what is not a
disinfection against venereal disease. It was for that
policy that he invited the cordial cooperation of those
present, and the following resolution was put to the
meeting :-
That inasmuch as the Ministry of Health has failed, and public

bodies, including the London County Council, have declined, to
provide the means of delayed disinfection against venereal disease
at ablution centres, this meeting calls upon the Ministry ot Health
and upon local authorities to instruct all qualified chemists to sell
such means of immediate self-disinfection against venereal disease
as may be approved from time to time by the Ministry of Health or
medical officer of health.

Lord Willoughby de Broke repelled the accusation

brought against the society that the establishment of
disinfectant centres, with information how to use them,
would be a deliberate invitation to promiscuous inter-
course, and denied that members of the society could be
accused either of incitement to immorality, or of default
from the high moral aim of attempting the promotion of
public health.

Dr. C. W. SALEEBY, Sir JAMES CRICHTON-BROWNE,
Sir FREDERICK MOTT, and Sir W. ARBUTHNOT LANE
supported the resolution. Sir FREDERICK MOTT con-
firmed the two first speakers in their statements that the
disabilities produced by syphilis were colossal, and said
that the support of the Government to the propaganda of
the society was necessary from the health and economic
point of view. Sir W. ARBUTHNOT LANE, having regard
to the membership of the society, said that it ought to be
called the " Suicide Club," as it consisted of a body of
men who made their living out of the ravages of syphilis,
and who were determined to restrain or abort those
ravages.
The CHAIRMAN put the resolution to the meeting and

declared it carried unanimously.
Mr. H. WANSEY BAYLY, the honorary secretary, said

that the progress made during the seven months of the
society’s existence had been most encouraging.
Two public meetings, he said, were held in London, the

first at the Central Hall, Westminster, and the second
at the Mansion House, under the presidency of the Lord
Mayor. Medical officers of health throughout Great Britain
had been circularised on three occasions, with the grati-
fying result that 12 councils had endorsed the policy
of the society and had recommended that the oppor-
tunity of acquiring knowledge in regard to efficient
and immediate self-disinfection should be given in their
districts. 20,000 pamphlets had been distributed, and 15,000
leaflets of directions on demand from various centres and
individuals. Provincial and colonial branches were being
established, and a strong Parliamentary Committee had been
formed to further the aims of the society.. On the whole, the
press was sympathetic, and the lectures given under the
auspices of the society on the prevention of venereal disease


